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and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sinó (1 John 1:7) 
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A friendly  
WELCOME  
Awaits You! 

Richie Thetford  
Evangelist 

I invite you to attend the services of the Poudre Valley  
church of Christ. You will always be greeted warmly be-
cause we sincerely care about your soul. We want you to 
come and learn what the Bible teaches concerning your 
salvation and living your life for God.  
                                ñ Richie Thetford 



 

L 
iving for Christ in a Worldly Society  is the theme for this quarterly 
issue of òWalking in the Light.ó  Once you put on Christ in baptism, 
you have made a commitment to leave the darkness of the world and 
walk in the light of Christ, living for Him daily. In this issue you will find 
a series of articles dealing with the importance of living for Christ and 
putting off the works of the flesh that engulf those who live worldly lives. 

 

Let Sin Reign No More  
When we put on Christ (Galatians 3:26-27) and wear His name (Christian), we are 
taking on a big responsibility. Our mortal bodies should no longer obey the lusts of sin, 
but instead, become instruments of righteousness (Romans 6:12-13). As Christians, we 
understand that we will be held accountable for all of our deeds (Romans 2:6). There-
fore, we must ensure that in a worldly society we are determined to live for God and 
make sure that our old life of sin has been forever buried. Others should be able to see 
that we are not like those of the world ñ that we are living a life dedicated to Christ. 
 

To Live Is Christ  
Paul wrote in the Philippian letter: òFor I know that this will turn out for my deliver-
ance through your prayer and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus Christ, according to my 
earnest expectation and hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but with all boldness, 
as always, so now also Christ will be magnified in my body, whether by life or by 
death. For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gainó (Philippians 1:19-21).This be-
loved apostle taught us what living unto Christ is really all about! He was not ashamed 
but rather eager to tell and show these brethren that Christ was being òmagnifiedó in 
his own body. He was living a life for Christ knowing that, when he died, he would 
spend an eternity with Him. 
 
Christians who truly live for Christ in this worldly society today understand what the 
apostle Paul was talking about. Others should be able to see Christ being magnified in 
each one of us as we walk our daily walk in the world. Christians must deny ungodli-
ness and worldly lusts and live òsoberly, righteously, and godly in this present 
ageéó (Titus 2:12-13). When we diligently study Godõs Word and do His will, then 
others will KNOW that we are Christians who are determined to live for Christ in a 
worldly society.  
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Editorial                 Richie Thetford 
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Our Christian Development              Richie Thetford 

B 
efore individuals can develop 
and grow as Christians, they 
must first be free from sin. Peter 
writes: òTherefore, laying aside 
all malice, all guile, hypocrisy, 

envy, and all evil speaking, as newborn 
babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that 
you may grow therebyó (1 Peter 2:1-2). Later 
he says: òby which have been given to us ex-
ceedingly great and precious promises, that 
through these you may be partakers of the 
divine nature, having escaped the corruption 
that is in the world through lustó (2 Peter 1:4). Many Christians seem to be òspinning 
their wheelsó when it comes to Christianity. They want to be active Christians, yet they 
also want to continue to entangle themselves with worldly things. We cannot develop and 
grow into Christians that God wants us to be if we are not willing to give it a 100% effort! 
Only when we truly òdesireó the righteousness of God will we become a mature, sea-
soned, responsible, and respected Christian in His service. We must be determined to es-
cape the worldõs lusts and have a living faith toward Christ. James writes: òFor as the 
body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead alsoó (James 2:26). Our 
true character, development and growth as a Christian will be evident to all based upon 
our works. Our Christian growth will be evident to all without us having to ever say a 
word. Remember the words of Paul? òLet no one despise your youth, but be an example 
to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity. Till I come, give 
attention to reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. Do not neglect the gift that is in you, 
which was given to you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership. 
Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may be 
evident to alló (1 Timothy 4:12-15). A Christianõs development, growth, and progress 
will be evident to all that see him. 
 

Conditions of Growth  
We can only grow in Christ when we place our trust and cares on Him. òcasting all your 
care upon Him, for He cares for youó (1 Peter 5:7). Jesus pleads with each of us to 
òCome to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take My 
yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find 
rest for your souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is lightó (Matthew 11:28-30. 
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Our Christian Development (continued from page 4)  

When we cast our cares on Jesus, and lean on Jesus, then we are on our way to develop-
ing as a Christian ought to. Worriers, pessimists, and negative individuals will not grow 
spiritually because they have not learned to let Christ be the center of their life. When we 
try to go through our daily tasks without including God, then we have miserably failed. 
When asked if we would like to grow up to be a strong, active, knowledgeable, fruitful 
Christian, each and everyone of us would probably answer YES! What we say we WANT 
to be and what we actually ARE, often times are two different things. You see, our growth 
is conditional. Conditioned on the fact that we truly STRIVE to be what we say we 
WANT to be!  
 

Steps to Christian Growth  
So how does an individual grow to become the Christian that God would certainly be 
proud of? The answer is found in the Bible. Peter writes: òBut also for this very reason, 
giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, to knowledge self-
control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly 
kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. For if these things are yours and abound, you 
will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. For he 
who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and has forgotten that he was 
cleansed from his old sins. Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call 
and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble ó (2 Peter 1:5-
10). We learn that the individual who really wants to develop and grow into a servant of 
God, a dedicated Christian, has much active work to do. A Christian is one who is virtu-
ous, longs for knowledge (Ephesians 3:19; Proverbs 24:5), exercises temperance (1 Co-
rinthians 9:25; Galatians 5:23), is patient (1 Thessalonians 5:14; James 5:8), godly (1 
Timothy 4:7-8), shows brotherly kindness always (Galatians 6:10), and understands that 
all things must be done because of LOVE (1 Corinthians 13:1-13). Peter, inspired by the 
Holy Spirit, informs us that if we are actively pursuing these things then we will never 
stumble! The apostle Paul wrote to the Philippians and encouraged them to remain faith-
ful and to develop and grow as Christians by saying: òFinally, brethren, whatever things 
are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatev-
er things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of 
good report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy
-- meditate on these things ó (Philippians 4:8). May we all strive to 
develop and grow by putting on the fruit of the spirit (Galatians 5:22-
23), and meditating on the good, positive aspects of Christianity. As a 
result, people will be edified by our growth and encouragement! 
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Should A Christiané.?                                Tom M. Roberts 

S 
hould a Christian smoke? Should a Chris-
tian dance? Should a Christian drink al-
coholic beverages? Should a Christian 
gamble? Should a Christian. . . . (insert 
your own particular question here)? 

These, and many more questions, are met by anyone 
trying to teach or preach as he confronts questionable 
practices among members of the church. On many 
occasions, these practices have become a battle 
ground between those who advocate their innocence 
and those who warn against their evil influence. Not 
only young people, but disciples who have been members of the church for years often wrestle 
with such areas of daily practice. When preachers oppose participation in these and similar ac-
tions, they are often accused of binding where God has not bound, of substituting their own 
opinion for God's, or of being stricter than the Bible. 
 Since some of these issues are not addressed directly in the Bible (there is no "thou shalt 
not" regarding smoking, gambling, dancing, etc.), are we to understand that the word of God 
doesn't speak to some areas of temptation? Is a practice to be considered sinful only if specific 
condemnation is found, or can a thing be adjudged to be wrong based on biblical principles? 
Surely we must understand the Bible to speak concerning general statements of truth that have 
an application beyond the immediate subject. Consider that whereas the Bible states clearly 
that it is a sin to commit fornication (Galatians 5:19ff), it also warns against "lusting in the 
heart" (Matthew 5:27-28), a statement that would cover many situations in principle that are 
not stated directly. Is this generic statement in Matthew 5:28 not as much a statement of truth 
as that in Galatians 5:19? Is it not possible to lose one's soul over "lusting in the heart" as surely 
as actual fornication? 
 With this in mind, we must realize that the Bible addressed temptations of life in meth-
ods beyond specific condemnation. The Christian who forms a walk of life based solely on 
avoiding specifically condemned sins may well be lost eternally because of involvement in prac-
tices that are condemned in principle. We need to be sure that our decisions and practices are 
such that we would never violate the will of Christ, however it may be expressed, in principle or 
precept. 
 Please notice that this paragraph heading puts an emphasis by italics on the word 
"Christian," rather than on the question of "should?" Many times, we seem to get bogged down 
in "should I" or "shouldn't I" without really understanding another, and more important, empha-
sis: "I am a Christian." 
 According to Thayer's Lexicon, a Christian is "a follower of Christ" (Acts 11:26; 1 Peter 
4:16). Perhaps this noun and its definition offers a principle that may answer a lot of our que-
ries about proper conduct concerning debatable practices. 
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Should A Christiané.? (continued from page 6)  

If I am to be a follower of Christ, it seems reasonable to understand that I would be comfortable 
doing only what Christ would do in similar circumstances. I would also be uncomfortable doing 
what Christ would not do in similar circumstances. Realizing that Jesus lived a perfect life and that 
He has become our example to follow should make a powerful imprint in our daily life. "For even 
hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye 
should follow his steps" (1 Peter 2:21). A Christian follows in the steps of Jesus. 
 Would Jesus have smoked? Knowing that it is addictive, harmful to one's health, 
harmful to others' health, is wasteful, and is a bad influence? Can you picture Jesus with a ciga-
rette hanging out of his mouth? Would Christ have smoked? Now, answer the question, "Should 
a Christian (a follower of Christ) smoke?" 
 Would Jesus have danced? Knowing that dancing invites lust in the heart, leads to 
adultery, leads your partner to lust, and provides a bad influence, would he dance? Can you real-
ly imagine Jesus on a dance floor, making indecent bodily gestures, or gyrating to the beat of sen-
suous music? Would Christ have danced? Now answer the question, "Should a Christian dance?" 
 Would Jesus have gambled? Knowing that gambling violates the principle of honest 
work (Ephesians 4:28), covetousness (Colossians 3:5), is addictive, supports an evil industry, and 
is wasteful of one's stewardship (Luke 12:42; Matthew 25:14-30), would Jesus have gone to Las 
Vegas and played the slots, gambled on sports and led others to do the same? Would Christ have 
gambled? "Should a Christian gamble?" 
 Can we not also apply this to modesty, types of companions we keep, places we frequent, 
or, in fact, any area of doubt? Why not try to see if the life of Christ would support, in principle, 
His participation in the doubtful practice and then make your decision based on what the Lord 
would have done in similar circumstances. I don't think we would be far off the mark at any time 

if we would conscientiously and faithfully mold our lives into the 
form of the perfect life of Christ. Perhaps we will find that the real 
reason why we are having such difficulty in making the right choice 
in these areas is that we have not really put Christ into our hearts 
(Philippians 2:5). Our moral life cannot be measured in feet or inch-
es (the length of a skirt, one's hair, etc.) but in likeness to that of the 
Lord. Our daily practice must not be to see how much we can get 
away with without crossing a specific command, but how closely can 
I follow the path of the Savior. 
 When Jesus becomes our pattern, our mold, our example, 
we will be able to find the answer to our question of "Should a 
Christian. . . ?" on every occasion. And unless He is our pattern, 
mold and example, we will continue to struggle with rules and regu-
lations (however clear they may be), always looking for loopholes, 
exceptions, and inconsistencies in other people that would seek to 
justify our self-indulgence. We need, like Paul, to have "the mind of 
Christ" (1 Corinthians 2:16). 
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Things That Influence Us                     Donnie V. Rader 

I  
nfluence is defined as, "a power indirectly or intangibly affect-
ing a person or a course of events" (American Heritage Dic-
tionary, 660). We all have influence and we all are influenced. 
In the most notable sermon that Jesus preached in Galilee, he 
spoke of the influence that Christians would have on the 

world as light and salt. Jesus, thinking that influence to be powerful, 
said, "Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your 
good works and glorify your Father in heaven" (Matthew 5:16). 
 
It stands to reason that if we, the people of God, have an influence 
on the world, the world is likely to have an influence on us. Paul 
warned of the same, "And do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind..." (Romans 12:3). 
 
It is also true that Christians have influence on one another. The diligent have an impact on those who 
could do better (1 Timothy 4:12). The life of those who slip into sin works like leaven (1 Corinthians 
5:1-6). Their influence, though subtle, could permeate the whole church. 
 
Those who have the greatest impact are those that are most like us. 1 Corinthians 5 establishes that 
point. The vile and wicked drug addict is not as likely to influence us as some seemingly strong Chris-
tian who sees nothing wrong with it and suggests that you are being petty for questioning it. 
 
Let's consider some things that influence our thinking and change our lives: 
 
What becomes accepted in the world can, in time, become "norm" for us too. Little by little 
what the world thinks to be okay can eventually infiltrate our minds. At first we may consider the rest 
of the world as being careless and loose with God's word. However, as time goes on, we think more 
and more like they do. Consider how we have come to accept what the world would have 
"condemned" years before: women in the workforce, divorce, wearing short and tight clothes, R-rated 
movies, etc. That is not to say that all that is accepted in the world and then by us is necessarily 
wrong. At times, it may simply involve custom or tradition. I'm simply pointing to the power of influ-
ence. 
 
However, I'm fearful what those in my grandchildren's day may accept. What the world accepts now, 
God's people could easily begin to accept in the future. For evidence of how this works consider how 
the natives of the land of Canaan turned God's people toward evil (see the book of Ezra). It happens 
little by little. We become accustomed to the ideas of the world. Whether we agree or not, we become 
used to the idea that "that's what everyone is doing." So in time, we are "desensitized" enough that we 
think it is okay for us too. 

The question is not only where do we stand, by also in what direction are we going? 
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What we see at home. Most of us would admit that at least in part we are what we are today be-
cause of what our parents did or did not do in our training. This is true even in things that do not in-
volve right or wrong. More and more I find myself doing things that I remember my parents doing. 
More and more I see that I judge things based on how I was raised. My point is our home life has a 
powerful impact on the rest of our lives (Proverbs 22:6). 
 
We can be influencing our children to gradually drift and become looser in their thinking by the little 
things we do or allow. Do you ever think that in the future your children may base their determination 
of what is right or wrong upon what you, as a parent, allowed them to do as a child? A child that is 
allowed to miss services for a ball game or to stay home because some in the family are tired will re-
member that as he gets older. That child may later reason "What's the difference in missing for a ball 
game and going fishing?" You see, with every move we make we are building a "value system" into 
our children that will guide them in the future. Don't forget, that those we teach (especially our chil-
dren) may carry the principles they learn from us further than we had in mind. Now be honest. Have 
you ever "justified" something in your own mind thinking, "When I was a child we used to 
___________ and we didn't think anything about it. What is the difference in ____________ and doing 
___________ ?" If you reason that way, don't kid yourself thinking your children will not do the same. 
 
We are affected by those with whom we associate. Paul said, "Be not deceived: Evil compan-
ionships corrupt good morals" (1 Corinthians 
15:33, ASV). Though usually quoted to say we 
need to watch who our friends are, the context is 
talking of false teachers. Listening to those who 
issue uncertain sounds can corrupt our lives. Paul's 
warning is that we can be influenced by them. 
Sometimes people drift as much because of what 
they have not heard as they do from what they 
have heard. 
 
It is not just preachers and teachers that influence 
us. Other "Christians" whose thinking differs from 
our own can change us and our children. We are 
now facing ideas and concepts that indicate that a 
parting of ways among brethren is coming. It is 
obvious that there are two mind sets. Those with a 
looser, more tolerate attitude could have an influ-
ence on us and our children as our ear is bent to 
their voice. 
 
The problem with influence is that by the time we 
realize the impact it has had, it may be too late. 

Things That Influence Us (continued from page 8)  
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A friendly welcome  
awaits you at the 

Poudre Valley church of Christ  

We are located at 
4202 North Garfield Avenue  

Please visit us!  
We are a non-denominational, 

non-institutional, non-instrumental, 
newly formed congregation of 
Christians striving to practice 
only that which is authorized 

in the New Testament. 

T 
he Apostle Paul in Romans 8:6 says, òFor to be car-
nally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is 
life and peace.ó A Christian is to be spiritually mind-
ed which means their mindset is what it ought to be! 

Paul again states this concerning our mindset, òLet this mind 
be in you, which was also in Christ Jesusó (Philippians 2:5). 
Christ had the proper mindset! Over in Colossians 3:2 we are 
told: òSet your affection on things above, not on things on the 
earth.ó In order to set my affection, I must have the proper 
mindset and this simply means that Iõm keeping God, people, 
and things of this world in their proper place in my mind! 

 

Why Is This So Important?  

In the Bible the words òheartó and òmindó are often used interchangeably and involve a personõs 
intellect, volition, and emotions ñ itõs much more than just our physical muscle known as the 
heart. Jesus stressed the importance of having our hearts (minds, intellects, emotions) in the prop-
er place when he said, òFor where your treasure is, there will your heart be alsoó (Matthew 6:21). 
So according to Jesus, where my mindset is will determine where my treasure is which will in turn 
affect the way I live in this world. Paul stated the same thing when he told us to set our affections 
on things above! Paul was in essence reminding the Colossians and all who read his letter today 
that oneõs mindset must be in the right place. 

Mindset Determines Everything           Rufus R. Clifford 

òIf you want to keep your head up, 
you have to have backboneó 
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 This Answers Many Questions  
Why is it folks will dress up when going to parties, or funerals, or weddings and yet give little re-
gard to their appearance when coming to church services? THEIR MINDSET! They have un-
knowingly placed parties, funerals, and weddings on a higher level in their minds than they have 
given to almighty God! 

 
Why is it that children today are taught to say, òYes siró and 
òNo siró and òYes maõamó and òNo maõamó to their elders 
and yet speak of God in terms of òyou,ó òthe man upstairs,ó or 
òhimó? THEIR MINDSET! They have placed giving respect 
and honor to men of this world on a higher level in their minds 
than they have given to almighty God! 
 
Why is it folks canõt make it to service but one time a week and 
yet they can attend a ball game and sit and watch a double 
header, or not miss one single meeting at school or work or 
even in some cases attend these functions sick? THEIR MIND-
SET! They have given things of this world a higher position of 
importance than they have given to almighty God!  
 
Why is it that folks respect the laws of this land and readily ac-
cept their responsibility to obey them and yet try to disprove 
the law of God and show little regard for Godõs authority to-

day? THEIR MINDSET! They have brought God down to manõs level and in their minds they no 
longer respect and honor and give God the important position that he deserves! 
 
Oneõs mindset will determine how he dresses, how he speaks, how he lives day to day, and, more 
importantly, where God stands in relationship to himself. For you see until I have placed God first 
and foremost in my mind as being the awesome supreme being that he truly is my respect and 
regard for what his will is will not be what it ought to be! In other words it could be said that my 
mindset is not right. 
 

Where Is Your Mindset?  

Can it be said that you are spiritually minded? Has your thinking become like your Saviorõs? If 
the answer is yes then that means your affections are on things above and others will notice this 
because your dress, your speech, your very attitude towards Godõs holy word will reflect these 
very things. Where Is Your Mindset Today? Get it right, Put it right, And keep it right! Your mind-
set determines everything! 
 

Mindset Determines Everything (continued from page 10)  


